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1.

Introduction

The Australian Government has responded to the challenge of improving the quality
of water reaching the Great Barrier Reef through its $200 million Caring for our
Country Reef Rescue initiative. Reef Rescue seeks to reduce the amount of
nutrients, chemicals and sediments entering the Reef lagoon by assisting farmers
and graziers in Reef catchments to adopt land management practices that improve
the quality of the water leaving their properties. Investments under Reef Rescue are
guided by Reef science and target those areas and activities that pose a significant
and immediate threat to the water quality of the Reef lagoon.
By 2013, Reef Rescue aims to reduce the discharge of dissolved nutrients and
chemicals from agricultural lands by 25 per cent. It also aims to reduce the discharge
of sediment and particulate nutrients by 10 per cent. The Australian Government has
fostered unique partnership arrangements with regional natural resource
management organisations, industry and conservation groups to help achieve these
ambitious targets.
The Reef Water Quality Research and Development (Reef Rescue R&D) component
of Reef Rescue seeks to improve our knowledge of the link between land
management practices and environmental impacts and ultimately support a reduction
in the amount of nutrients, chemicals and sediments reaching the Great Barrier Reef
from agricultural lands. An enhanced understanding of the effectiveness of different
management practices and their environmental impacts will facilitate an adaptive
approach to the delivery of Reef Rescue. It is expected that the results of these R&D
projects will inform future investment decisions and support the Reef Rescue
plot/paddock monitoring program.
To achieve these objectives, the Australian Government will invest up to $9 million in
Reef water quality research and development over the next four years. The majority
of funds will be allocated through an open competitive process to support research
that assists the delivery of Reef Rescue objectives.
In implementing the Reef Rescue R&D program, the Australian Government will build
upon the successful collaborative arrangements that have been established for other
components of Reef Rescue. A key focus will be identifying and responding to the
needs of land managers and other users of reef water quality research to help them
achieve Reef Rescue objectives. Integration with existing research programs and
strategies, such as the Research, Development and Innovation Strategy (in draft)
prepared under the recently updated Reef Water Quality Protection Plan, will also
facilitate collaboration and coordination between research providers and end users.
This Research and Development Plan articulates the needs and Reef water quality
research priorities of the Australian Government’s Reef Rescue initiative. It also
describes how researchers can participate in the Reef Rescue R&D Program.
Further details are
www.nrm.gov.au
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The Reef Water Quality Protection Plan

The problem of deteriorating water quality within the Great Barrier Reef has been
recognised by governments and other stakeholders for several years. The Reef
Water Quality Protection Plan (Reef Plan) was launched in October 2003 as a joint
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Australian and Queensland government initiative to halt and reverse the decline in
the quality of water entering the Reef lagoon by 2013.
In September 2009 an updated Reef Plan was endorsed by the Minister for the
Environment, Heritage and the Arts, the Hon Peter Garrett AM MP, and the
Queensland Premier, the Hon Anna Bligh MP. Under the plan, governments have
committed to halving the amount of nutrients and chemicals entering the Great
Barrier Reef lagoon by 2013 and reducing the sediment load at the end of
catchments by 20 per cent by 2020. Each government is responsible for delivering
half of this target through their respective measures. The Australian Government’s
primary contribution to the Reef Plan targets will be made through Reef Rescue.
A new initiative under Reef Plan is the development of a Research, Development
and Innovation (R,D&I) Strategy to promote a more coordinated approach to reef
water quality research and to guide research investment until 2013. The draft
Strategy outlines a framework for identifying knowledge gaps and prioritising Reef
water quality research. However, it does not identify current research priorities for
Reef Plan. These will be articulated in an annual R,D&I Plan, prepared in
consultation with end users and other stakeholders.
Under Reef Plan, the Australian and Queensland governments have also committed
to the development and implementation of an Integrated Paddock to Reef Monitoring,
Modelling and Reporting Program. The broad objective of the program is to evaluate
the outcomes of Reef Rescue and Reef Plan by linking catchment and marine
monitoring and modelling activities. A plot/paddock scale component will contribute
to the broader program by providing improved understanding of the relationship
between various management practices and water quality outcomes at the
plot/paddock and property scale. The scope of this component may also encompass
review of the economic impacts of changes in management practices and of farmscale socio-economic barriers to the adoption of identified practices. There are
strong linkages between this work and the focus of the Reef Rescue R&D Program.

3.

Reef Rescue Research Themes

The draft Reef Plan Research, Development and Innovation Strategy identifies five
broad research themes that are categorised on the basis of “solving the problem”
and “understanding the problem”. To maximise positive outcomes for reef water
quality, the strategy proposes that the balance of future R&D investment should be
weighted towards solving the problem. The Australian Government has prioritised the
Reef Plan RD&I Strategy research themes according to Reef Rescue R&D
investment objectives. A description of each theme is provided below in the order of
investment priority.
3.1 Management effectiveness
The management effectiveness theme seeks to link changes in agricultural land
management to quantified water quality benefits. A key focus of research under this
theme is to enhance our knowledge of the water quality benefits associated with
different land management practices. A better understanding of these linkages will
help guide future investment towards those practices with the greatest potential to
improve water quality in a cost effective manner. This field of research is a high
priority for Reef Rescue R&D investment.
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3.2 Socio-economic analysis
Understanding the cost effectiveness of management actions and the factors that
motivate farmers to adopt improved land management practices is important for GBR
water quality improvement. Knowledge of the barriers to changes in land
management practice, and ways of overcoming them, is also crucial. Central to these
issues are the net financial benefits/costs to farmers of management interventions
and land holder perceptions of the risks of adopting new management practices.
Other important factors are the skills, knowledge and capacity of land holders to
implement desirable change.
This research theme is expected to be of particular interest to policy makers and onground delivery agents such as industry based organisations and regional NRM
organisations. This research theme is a high priority for Reef Rescue R&D
investment.
3.3 Innovation
Research into innovative land management practices, new technologies and
improved monitoring techniques will drive the next generation of industry best
management practice and longer-term water quality outcomes. Investment in
innovative practices, technologies and techniques has the potential to support
continuous improvement in water quality outcomes and contribute to the legacy
effects of the Reef Rescue initiative.
The Australian Government sponsors innovative research through its investments in
industry research and development organisations and other initiatives. The scope of
Reef Rescue R&D activities may include the trial of innovative technologies or land
management techniques that are likely to improve the effectiveness or efficiency of
achieving beneficial water quality outcomes. It may also include the development and
application of new water quality monitoring techniques for nutrients, chemicals and
sediments.
It is anticipated that significant R&D investment will be directed at the validation of
current and emerging best practice land management techniques. Long-term
strategic research that may not be validated sufficiently during the current life of Reef
Rescue and is unable to inform improved program delivery is not a priority. This
theme is a medium priority for Reef Rescue R&D investment.
3.4 Integration and synthesis of knowledge
This theme seeks to promote collaborative data sharing and partnerships between
Reef water quality researchers so that existing and future research outcomes and
knowledge are readily available and used in the most effective way. A substantial
amount of Reef water quality research is currently being conducted by a variety of
agencies and research organisations. While much of this work is undertaken
collaboratively, the 2008 Scientific consensus statement on water quality in the Great
Barrier Reef has highlighted the need to collate, synthesize and integrate the
accumulated body of scientific information to better inform Reef water quality
management decisions.
This task is a current focus of the Marine and Tropical Sciences Research Facility.
The Reef Plan R,D&I Strategy and associated annual research plans provide a
possible framework for coordinating this work into the future. The outcomes of these
processes will inform investment decisions under the Reef Rescue R&D Program
and this theme is a medium priority for Reef Rescue R&D investment at the project
level.
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3.5
Ecosystem understanding
This theme seeks to improve knowledge of system processes, including the impacts
of pollutants on reef ecosystems and the effects of estuaries, floodplains and
wetlands on the fate of nutrients, sediments and chemicals. This work is important for
understanding issues such as time lags between land management practice change
and water quality outcomes, the impacts of pollutants on biota and ecosystem
function, identification of indicators of ecosystem health and related thresholds of
concern, and the linkages between water quality and reef resilience to threats such
as climate change. A substantial body of research has been, and continues to be,
undertaken in this field. However, it is only a low priority research theme for Reef
Rescue R&D investment.

4.

Reef Rescue Research Priorities

The focus for Reef Rescue R&D will be on ‘solving the water quality problem’,
consistent with the approach adopted by the draft Reef Plan R,D&I Strategy. This will
be achieved by funding research to support on-ground investment in effective and
efficient land management practices that improve the quality of water entering the
Reef lagoon from agricultural lands.
Drawing on the outcomes of recent Reef water quality R&D workshops and the
Scientific consensus statement on water quality in the Great Barrier Reef (see
Attachment 1), the following research priorities have been identified for the Reef
Rescue R&D Program:

•

the development, trial and validation of land management practices and
technologies that improve water quality outcomes, including the investigation of
biophysical processes, loads and pathways for nutrients, chemicals and
sediments, particularly at the plot and paddock scale, for various existing and
proposed improved land management practices;

•

the development and application of new water quality monitoring techniques for
nutrients, chemicals and sediments;

•

assessment of the relative benefits/costs of various improved land management
practices, including the profitability and sustainability of farming systems utilising
improved management techniques, changes in yield/productivity, reductions in
farm inputs and off-farm impacts; and

•

assessment of the extent and rate of adoption of improved land management
practices that have water quality benefits.

Research activities that may be eligible for funding are outlined below for the four
research priorities. It is neither a prescriptive nor exhaustive list of eligible research
activities. Final funding decisions will be made by the Australian Government based
on prevailing research priorities, the quality of proposals received and other eligibility
criteria which are detailed in the proposal application material.
4.1 Development and validation of improved land management practices
To facilitate continuous improvement in the delivery of Reef Rescue, it is important to
enhance our knowledge of the linkages between improved land management
practices and water quality outcomes. It is also crucial that the development of new
land management practices is supported to promote continuing improvement in
water quality outcomes. An improved understanding of the water quality outcomes of
prevailing land management practices will also enable better measurement of
progress towards Reef Rescue and Reef Plan water quality targets.
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Through Reef Rescue, the Australian Government is providing incentives for land
managers within the Reef catchments to implement best management (or “B” class)
and proven cutting-edge management (or “A” class) practices that reduce the
discharge of nutrients, chemicals and sediments from their properties. Many “B”
class practices are implemented under industry-based Best Management Practice
(BMP) programs such as the sugar industry’s ‘Six Easy Steps’ and ‘SafeGauge’ best
practice management programs for nutrients and pesticides, respectively.
The Synthesis of evidence to support the Scientific consensus statement on water
quality in the Great Barrier Reef notes that despite regional collaborative efforts to
develop BMPs within the Reef catchments, there remains “a lack of quantitative
evidence linking these BMPs with water quality benefits to downstream waterbodies”.
Understanding the time frames over which water quality improvements from changed
land management practices can be detected at different scales (i.e. plot to subcatchment) is also poor.
For the sugar industry, the highest priority area is the validation of existing and
emerging improved management practices that seek to reduce nutrient and chemical
run-off. Knowledge gaps include the role of groundwater in transporting nutrients,and
the water quality impacts of phosphorus derived from mill mud application. Further
research into better pesticide management practices, including the use of alternative
chemicals and application techniques, is also required. Examples of potential
improved management practices in the sugar industry that require further validation
before implementation include ‘nitrogen replacement’ and ‘nitrogen fixation’
fertilization regimes.
Research issues that may be eligible for funding in the grazing and dairy sectors
include:
- validating existing and emerging improved management practices, primarily
related to maintaining ground cover and reducing sediment, chemical and
nutrient run-off from grazed land and improved pasture;
- understanding the relative importance of gully, hillslope and stream bank
erosion to total sediment loads;
- assessing the effectiveness of maintaining different levels and types of
groundcover in managing hillslope erosion;
- defining the extent and location of land prone to gully erosion and identifying
effective practices to manage erosion; and
- assessing groundwater nutrient loads in the dairy sector.
Due to the diversity of horticultural crops grown throughout the Reef catchments, the
effectiveness of management practices for individual crops is not well known,
particularly when compared to the other major commodities. Understanding of the
water quality outcomes of soil management practices is generally better than for
nutrient and pesticide management. Research priorities for the horticulture sector
include the development and/or validation of current best management practice
guidelines for some of the major crop species. Examples include chemical and
fertilizer application techniques and rates, and ground cover and irrigation
optimisation strategies.
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Cotton cropping is developing in the coastal Burdekin area using production systems
that differ significantly from those of the traditional cotton growing areas of inland
central Queensland and northern NSW. New management practices will need to be
implemented to prevent run-off of nutrients, chemicals and sediments in the Burdekin
catchment. Development and validation of these management practices may be
supported under Reef Rescue.
4.2

Development and application of improved water quality
monitoring techniques
Monitoring is required to identify the sources of nutrients, sediments and chemicals
entering Reef catchment waterways and to detect changes in the amount of these
contaminants over time in response to changes in land management practices. Reef
Rescue funding may support the development of new models or techniques that can
improve detection of these changes, help validate the effectiveness of various land
management practices or more accurately detect changes in water quality at large
spatial scales.
Research conducted on new or improved monitoring techniques should be
conducted within the context of the requirements of the Reef Plan Integrated
Paddock to Reef Monitoring, Modelling and Reporting program. In this way, funded
research will build the capacity of regional natural resource management
organisations, industry extension officers, scientists and land managers to monitor
the water quality impacts of changes in management practices.
4.3

Socio-economic effects of implementing improved land
management practices
Social and economic factors influence the uptake of improved land management
practices by farmers. Cost effectiveness is an important consideration for individual
farmers contemplating the implementation of a new or changed practice. Many
management practices that have beneficial water quality outcomes are low cost, cost
neutral or have a productivity benefit (e.g. new nutrient management practices in the
sugar industry which reduce fertilizer inputs and nutrient discharges). However, in
other instances, the adoption of a particular management practice may incur a
transitional or longer-term private cost that impedes its uptake.
The scope of funding under Reef Rescue may extend to researching issues such as:
- the producer costs and benefits of implementing improved management
practices and the likely level of incentives or decision support tools required to
successfully promote their adoption;
- the social and economic drivers or motivating factors that will lead land
managers to change practices for water quality improvement, including the
role of education, extension, financial and other incentives, and other factors
such as product quality;
- the barriers to adoption of improved practices, taking account of regional
differences;
- the time lag between implementing a practice and the realisation of
productivity gains or return on investment to land holders (e.g. fencing grazing
lands or temporarily reducing stock numbers to improve ground cover);
- the cost effectiveness of riparian and wetland restoration and management in
the agricultural landscape; and
- the cost effectiveness of different practices for various horticultural
commodities by increasing knowledge about the water quality benefits of
those practices.
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4.4

Adoption of improved land management practices across
Reef catchments
A high priority for Reef Rescue is assessing the adoption rate of various improved
management practices. Measuring the extent of practice change over time will inform
the evaluation of Reef Rescue investments across industries and regions and
facilitate an adaptive management approach to implementation.
To support evaluation of the Reef Rescue initiative, the Australian Bureau of
Statistics has been engaged to conduct a baseline survey of farming practice across
the reef catchments for 2008-09. An additional survey is proposed to be conducted
during the life of Reef Rescue to gauge the change in farm practice over the
intervening period. Key industry stakeholders have also been funded by the
Australian Government to monitor the uptake of improved land management
practices across the reef regions using a consistent and comparable framework.
Given the importance of this information to program delivery and the evaluation of
program effectiveness, additional analyses of practice change adoption rates may be
considered for funding under Reef Rescue to supplement information gathered from
these existing processes.
4.5 Other research priorities
In addition to funding research that aligns with the above priorities, the Reef Rescue
R&D Program may support an on-going multiple criteria analysis (MCA) process to
help prioritise Reef Rescue water quality grants. For each of the six reef natural
resource management regions this process examines the value of assets, magnitude
and immediacy of threats and the feasibility and availability of effective solutions to
address threats. The MCA process involves extensive engagement with reef
scientists and other stakeholders.
In 2009-10 this process informed regional funding allocations under Reef Rescue.
For 2010-11, the MCA process would further refine this approach by building on the
previous prioritisation process and identifying any gaps where Reef Rescue funding
may need to be targeted in future years.
The current focus of Reef Rescue investment is on accelerating the uptake of
improved agricultural land management practices. In the future, other measures that
contribute to a reduction in nutrients, sediments and chemicals entering the Reef
lagoon from diffuse broad-scale sources may receive greater attention under the
program.

5.

Partnerships and Collaboration

There are many stakeholders who have an interest in supporting, undertaking or
using the outcomes of research into reef water quality. These include government
policy makers, program implementers, research institutions, natural resource
management bodies, industry organisations and conservation groups. There is also
strong public interest in matters affecting the Great Barrier Reef.
Building on the successful partnership arrangements that have underpinned
implementation of the Reef Rescue initiative, the Australian Government is seeking
to collaborate with research providers, industry bodies and potential investment
agencies in the delivery of research projects. Effective collaboration will help to
increase the resource base, avoid duplication of work and ensure relevance and

7

adoption of funded research. To facilitate cooperation and integration, Reef Rescue
R&D will build on existing research structures, investments and knowledge through a
variety of mechanisms. These are outlined at Attachment 2.
Through the Reef Rescue R&D Program, the Australian Government will invest up to
$9 million on reef water quality research over the next four years. It is hoped that the
R&D program will attract substantial additional resources to expand this funding base
through either in-kind or cash co-investment. While not an eligibility requirement of
Reef Rescue funding, levels of co-investment will be taken into account during the
assessment process.

6.

Communicating research outcomes

Research findings will be made publicly available. Effective and timely
communication of research findings will help inform land management practice
decisions, accelerate the uptake of new and beneficial technologies and practices,
and improve the targeting of Reef Rescue water quality grants.
To facilitate the communication of outcomes, researchers will be required to identify
the potential end-users or beneficiaries of research in their funding proposals. They
will also need to describe the proposed means of communicating research findings to
target audiences.

7.

Submitting a Proposal

The Australian Government invites expressions of interest from prospective research
providers through the 2010-11 Caring for our Country Business Plan.
A competitive expression of interest process will be used to identify those proposals
that best align with Reef Rescue R&D themes, priorities and other eligibility criteria.
Based on the outcomes of this short-listing process, selected research providers will
then be requested to submit detailed project proposals.
Final funding decisions will be made by the Australian Government based on
prevailing research priorities, the quality of proposals received and the extent to
which proposals address the following assessment criteria:
1.

The degree to which the project aligns with Reef Rescue R&D priorities and
will contribute to Reef Rescue program outcomes (for example how it will
inform future Reef Rescue investments or monitoring and evaluation
activities).

2.

The project outputs and outcomes are clearly defined and can be readily
adopted by end-users.

3.

The degree to which the project demonstrates collaboration with industry,
scientific, government or other key stakeholder groups.

4.

The level of contributions from sources other than the Australian Government.

5.

Demonstrated capacity and experience of the Project Leader and Project
Team to conduct and carry the project through to finality within the specified
timeframe.

6.

Demonstrated technical feasibility and competency to deliver the project
outcomes.
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Additional information on the EOI process is contained in the proposal application
material.
Parties interested in participating in this exciting and ambitious initiative are
encouraged to obtain further details about the proposal assessment process,
including the Reef Rescue R&D Expression of Interest Application Form, from the
Caring for our Country website: www.nrm.gov.au

8.
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Attachment 1
Basis for identifying Reef Rescue R&D priorities
In the last two years, several reports and forums have addressed the issue of Reef
water quality research needs and priorities. These include the 2008 Reef Water
Quality Partnership workshop, the 2008 Reef Plan Scientific consensus statement on
water quality in the Great Barrier Reef, the 2009 R&D workshop hosted by the Reef
& Rainforest Research Centre and the recent Outlook Report prepared by the Great
Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.
Each of these activities involved substantial collaboration and engagement with Reef
scientists, research organisations and other stakeholders. Together, they provide a
robust basis for identifying current and emerging Reef water quality research
requirements and priorities. In particular, the outcomes of the 2008 and 2009 R&D
workshops point to a general consensus and consistency of views by key
stakeholders.
A brief description of each of these activities and their key findings on Reef water
quality research needs is provided below.
• Reef Water Quality Partnership Workshop
In March 2008, the then Reef Water Quality Partnership convened a workshop that
brought together peak industry bodies, government, research institutions, natural
resource management bodies and conservation groups to identify reef water quality
information needs for the ensuing five years. Workshop participants concluded that
the immediate priority for future science and research activities was to support and
evaluate the effectiveness of investment in on-ground actions made possible by
initiatives such as Reef Rescue.
Research priorities and science knowledge needs identified through this process
include:
o Support for delivering on-ground works by
- understanding the effectiveness of land management practices in
achieving water quality benefits;
- understanding costs and cost effectiveness of management actions;
- facilitating delivery of management practice change; and
- using models to understand impacts across landscapes.
o Whole of system understanding for reporting and evaluation by
- monitoring and applying science capacity to operationalise rigorous
integrated assessment and reporting;
- linking changes in land management practice to Reef health.
•

Scientific consensus statement on water quality in the
Great Barrier Reef
A review and synthesis of Reef water quality knowledge was undertaken by a
taskforce of scientists in 2008 to mark the mid-point of the 10-year Reef Plan. The
review, which was designed to underpin an updated Reef Plan and guide future
investment in Reef Plan priority activities, culminated in the preparation of the
Scientific consensus statement on water quality in the Great Barrier Reef and an
accompanying document that synthesised and described the state of prevailing
scientific knowledge and research activities. The synthesis also identified knowledge
gaps and priority research needs.

A key conclusion of the review was that effective coordination to collate, synthesise
and integrate disparate knowledge across scientific disciplines was urgently needed
to inform management decisions. Integration would also facilitate an improved
understanding of the linkages between catchment actions and Reef health at a whole
of system level and within components of the system (e.g. between water quality and
coral health).
Research priorities were identified under the following themes:
1. Assessing water quality impacts;
2. Quantifying acceptable levels of pollution;
3. Locating and quantifying the sources of pollution;
4. Identifying management practices to reduce pollution from key sources; and
5. Assessing the effectiveness of actions to reduce pollution.
The Synthesis of evidence to support the Scientific consensus statement on water
quality in the Great Barrier Reef identifies priority research needs for each theme.
These research needs have informed the Reef Rescue R&D priorities outlined in
Section 4 of this plan.
•

Reef and Rainforest Research Centre Water Quality Research
Directions Workshop
In March 2009, the Reef and Rainforest Research Centre convened a workshop of
researchers and end-users to determine broad priorities for future management and
policy orientated research in the Great Barrier Reef. In general, the workshop
participants confirmed the research needs and priorities identified in the earlier Reef
Water Quality Partnership as outlined above.
• Great Barrier Reef Outlook Report 2009
In September 2009, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority released the Great
Barrier Reef Outlook Report 2009. The report provides an assessment of the current
condition of the reef, in terms of its ecological and socio-economic values, and
identifies the key factors that threaten these values into the future. One of the key
risks to ecosystem health highlighted in the report is continued declining water quality
from catchment runoff.
The Outlook Report notes that, while there is good information available about the
relationship between water quality and biophysical impacts,
“this information comes from disparate and incomplete data sources and the
coordination and delivery of science into management processes is inadequate.
There are knowledge gaps around production systems, nutrient loss at the subcatchment level and, while water quality improvement plans are looking at socioeconomic drivers, the information is not well coordinated.” (p 139)

ii

Attachment 2
Integration of Reef Rescue R&D with existing Reef water quality
research activities
The Australian Government invests in a variety of programs, organisations and
initiatives that support research into reef water quality. These include the Marine and
Tropical Sciences Research Facility, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial
Research Organisation’s Water for a Healthy Country National Research Flagship,
the Australian Institute of Marine Science, the Australian Research Council Centre of
Excellence for Coral Reef Studies, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority and
universities.
The government also funds university research through the Australian Research
Council and co-invests in research undertaken by bodies such as the agricultural
industry research and development corporations. Reef water quality research is also
funded by the Queensland Government and the private sector.
These initiatives have notably improved knowledge about the sources and fates of
pollutants and the impacts of declining water quality on marine ecosystems. The
Reef Rescue R&D Program will integrate and build on these existing research
structures, investments and knowledge by:
- utilising scientific expertise to inform research investment decisions and identify
emerging research priorities;
- seeking to coordinate research with existing research institutions through the
collaborative and informative frameworks established under the Reef Plan R,D&I
Strategy and other consultative processes; and
- promoting partnerships and co-investment opportunities in research projects that
complement Reef Rescue objectives.
There are strong linkages between some of the Reef Rescue R&D research priorities
and the scope and nature of work required for the Reef Plan Integrated Paddock to
Reef Monitoring, Modelling and Reporting Program. Key knowledge needs identified
for these priorities may be addressed through the integrated monitoring program
utilising alternative funding sources. Integration with initiatives such as the paddock
to reef monitoring program and the Reef Plan R,D&I Strategy will inform Reef
Rescue R&D funding decisions by providing a coordinated picture of prevailing
research activities and knowledge for each priority research area.
Additional information about the Reef Plan Integrated Paddock to Reef Monitoring,
Modelling and Reporting Program can be obtained from the Reef Water Quality
Protection Plan Secretariat by email at reefplan@premiers.qld.gov.au or by
mailing:
Reef Plan Secretariat
Department of the Premier and Cabinet
PO Box 15185
CITY EAST Q 4002
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